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SEC. 1103 ø42 U.S.C. 18003¿. IMMEDIATE INFORMATION THAT ALLOWS 
CONSUMERS TO IDENTIFY AFFORDABLE COVERAGE OP-
TIONS. 

(a) INTERNET PORTAL TO AFFORDABLE COVERAGE OPTIONS.—
(1) IMMEDIATE ESTABLISHMENT.—øAs revised by section 

10102(b)(1)¿ Not later than July 1, 2010, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the States, shall establish a mechanism, includ-
ing an Internet website, through which a resident of any, or 
small business in, State may identify affordable health insur-
ance coverage options in that State. 

(2) CONNECTING TO AFFORDABLE COVERAGE.—øReplaced by 
section 10102(b)(2)¿ An Internet website established under 
paragraph (1) shall, to the extent practicable, provide ways for 
residents of, and small businesses in, any State to receive in-
formation on at least the following coverage options: 

(A) Health insurance coverage offered by health insur-
ance issuers, other than coverage that provides reimburse-
ment only for the treatment or mitigation of—

(i) a single disease or condition; or 
(ii) an unreasonably limited set of diseases or con-

ditions (as determined by the Secretary). 
(B) Medicaid coverage under title XIX of the Social Se-

curity Act. 
(C) Coverage under title XXI of the Social Security 

Act. 
(D) A State health benefits high risk pool, to the ex-

tent that such high risk pool is offered in such State; and 
(E) Coverage under a high risk pool under section 

1101. 
(F) Coverage within the small group market for small 

businesses and their employees, including reinsurance for 
early retirees under section 1102, tax credits available 
under section 45R of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(as added by section 1421), and other information specifi-
cally for small businesses regarding affordable health care 
options. 

(b) ENHANCING COMPARATIVE PURCHASING OPTIONS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after the date of 

enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall develop a standard-
ized format to be used for the presentation of information re-
lating to the coverage options described in subsection (a)(2). 
Such format shall, at a minimum, require the inclusion of in-
formation on the percentage of total premium revenue ex-
pended on nonclinical costs (as reported under section 2718(a) 
of the Public Health Service Act), eligibility, availability, pre-
mium rates, and cost sharing with respect to such coverage op-
tions and be consistent with the standards adopted for the uni-
form explanation of coverage as provided for in section 2715 of 
the Public Health Service Act. 

(2) USE OF FORMAT.—The Secretary shall utilize the for-
mat developed under paragraph (1) in compiling information 
concerning coverage options on the Internet website estab-
lished under subsection (a). 
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(c) AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT.—The Secretary may carry out 
this section through contracts entered into with qualified entities. 
SEC. 1104. ADMINISTRATIVE SIMPLIFICATION. 

(a) PURPOSE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SIMPLIFICATION.—Section 261 
of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 
(42 U.S.C. 1320d note) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘uniform’’ before ‘‘standards’’; and 
(2) by inserting ‘‘and to reduce the clerical burden on pa-

tients, health care providers, and health plans’’ before the pe-
riod at the end. 
(b) OPERATING RULES FOR HEALTH INFORMATION TRANS-

ACTIONS.—
(1) DEFINITION OF OPERATING RULES.—Section 1171 of the 

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1320d) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(9) OPERATING RULES.—The term ‘operating rules’ means 
the necessary business rules and guidelines for the electronic 
exchange of information that are not defined by a standard or 
its implementation specifications as adopted for purposes of 
this part.’’. 

(2) TRANSACTION STANDARDS; OPERATING RULES AND COM-
PLIANCE.—Section 1173 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1320d–2) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)(2), by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(J) Electronic funds transfers.’’; 
(B) in subsection (a), by adding at the end the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 
‘‘(4) REQUIREMENTS FOR FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

TRANSACTIONS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The standards and associated oper-

ating rules adopted by the Secretary shall—
‘‘(i) to the extent feasible and appropriate, enable 

determination of an individual’s eligibility and finan-
cial responsibility for specific services prior to or at the 
point of care; 

‘‘(ii) be comprehensive, requiring minimal aug-
mentation by paper or other communications; 

‘‘(iii) provide for timely acknowledgment, response, 
and status reporting that supports a transparent 
claims and denial management process (including ad-
judication and appeals); and 

‘‘(iv) describe all data elements (including reason 
and remark codes) in unambiguous terms, require that 
such data elements be required or conditioned upon 
set values in other fields, and prohibit additional con-
ditions (except where necessary to implement State or 
Federal law, or to protect against fraud and abuse). 
‘‘(B) REDUCTION OF CLERICAL BURDEN.—In adopting 

standards and operating rules for the transactions referred 
to under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall seek to reduce 
the number and complexity of forms (including paper and 
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